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March 28 & 29, 2026
"We thrive most when we use our gifts to others."

Three Cultural Lies About a Fulfilling Life
¢ I'm fulfilled most when | get
o I'm fulfilled most when | do
¢ I'm fulfilled most when | make life for me.

Jesus said fulfillment doesn't come from being served, it comes
from

| was not created to sit on the sidelines, | was made to make a

1 | thrive when | use all of what God has
me.

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.

1 Corinthians 3:5-6 (TEV)

After all, who is Apollos? And who is Paul? We are only God's servants,
through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work
the Lord gave him. | planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made
it grow.

Ephesians 2:10 (LB)

It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us new lives
from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should spend
these lives in helping others.

God never a gift.

If God gives it to me, He intends to use it me.




2 | thrive when | like Jesus.

Mark 10:45 (NLT)
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

John 17:4 (MSG)
| glorified you on earth by completing down to the last detail what you
assigned me to do.

Jesus didn't just talk about serving — He it.
How?
e He feet.

John 13:14-15 (NLT)

And since |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
ought to wash each other’s feet. | have given you an example to
follow. Do as | have done to you.

e He lepers.

Matthew 8:2-3 (NIV)

A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if
you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his
hand and touched the man. “| am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.

e He the overlooked.

Luke 7:12-14 (NLT)

A funeral procession was coming out as he approached the village
gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a
large crowd from the village was with her. When the Lord saw her,
his heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. Then he
walked over to the coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped.
“Young man,” he said, “| tell you, get up.”

3 | thrive when | understand how | am
for service.

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

Job 10:8 (NIV)
“Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and
destroy me?”

Isaiah 43:21 (NJB)
The people | have shaped for myself will broadcast my praises.



S gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7 (NLT)

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the
source of them all. ... A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can
help each other.

H

1 Corinthians 12:6 (Phillips)
God works through different men in different ways, but it is the same
God who achieves his purposes through them all.

A

Exodus 35:35 (LB)

God has filled them both with unusual skills as jewelers, carpenters,
embroidery designers in blue, purple, and scarlet on linen
backgrounds, and as weavers—they excel in all the crafts we will be
needing in the work.

1 Corinthians 12:18-20 (LB)

But that isn’'t the way God has made us. He has made many parts
for our bodies and has put each part just where he wants it. What a
strange thing a body would be if it had only one part! So he has
made many parts, but still there is only one body.

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (LB)

| think you ought to know, dear brothers, about the hard time we
went through in Asia. We were really crushed and overwhelmed,
and feared we would never live through it. We felt we were doomed
to die and saw how powerless we were to help ourselves; but that
was good, for then we put everything into the hands of God, who
alone could save us, for he can even raise the dead. And he did
help us and saved us from a terrible death; yes, and we expect him
to do it again and again.



4 | thrive when | serve for God's and not
people's praise.

Colossians 3:23 (NLT)
Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the
Lord rather than for people.

Matthew 6:1-2 (MSG)

Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t
make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who
made you won’t be applauding. When you do something for someone
else, don’t call attention to yourself. You've seen them in action, I'm
sure—playactors’ | call them—treating prayer meeting and street corner
alike as a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching,
playing to the crowds.

What you is God’s gift to you;

what you with yourself is your gift to God.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NLT)

Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval.

Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly explains the word of truth.

If you serve to be noticed, you'll eventually

Matthew 6:4 (NLT)
Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will
reward you.

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad.

How to Avoid Burn Out

. for needs instead of positions

. my God-given gifts faithfully

o with humility, not expectation

. that every act of service matters to

God
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March 28 & 29, 2026
"We thrive most when we use our gifts to serve others."

Three Cultural Lies About a Fulfilling Life
e I'm fulfilled most when | get more.
¢ I'm fulfilled most when | do less.
¢ [I'm fulfilled most when | make life easier for me.

Jesus said fulfillment doesn't come from being served, it comes
from serving.

| was not created to sit on the sidelines, | was made to make a
difference.

1 | thrive when | use all of what God has
given me.

1 Peter 4:10 (NLT)
God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts.
Use them well to serve one another.

1 Corinthians 3:5-6 (TEV)

After all, who is Apollos? And who is Paul? We are only God's servants,
through whom you believed the Good News. Each of us did the work
the Lord gave him. | planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made
it grow.

Ephesians 2:10 (LB)

It is God himself who has made us what we are and given us new lives

from Christ Jesus; and long ages ago he planned that we should spend
these lives in helping others.

God never wastes a gift.

If God gives it to me, He intends to use it through me.



2 | thrive when | serve like Jesus.

Mark 10:45 (NLT)
“For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others
and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

John 17:4 (MSG)
| glorified you on earth by completing down to the last detail what you
assigned me to do.

Jesus didn't just talk about serving — He modeled it.
How?

e He washed feet.

John 13:14-15 (NLT)

And since |, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you
ought to wash each other’s feet. | have given you an example to
follow. Do as | have done to you.

¢ He touched lepers.

Matthew 8:2-3 (NIV)

A man with leprosy came and knelt before him and said, “Lord, if
you are willing, you can make me clean.” Jesus reached out his
hand and touched the man. “| am willing,” he said. “Be clean!”
Immediately he was cleansed of his leprosy.

e He saw the overlooked.

Luke 7:12-14 (NLT)

A funeral procession was coming out as he approached the village
gate. The young man who had died was a widow’s only son, and a
large crowd from the village was with her. When the Lord saw her,
his heart overflowed with compassion. “Don’t cry!” he said. Then he
walked over to the coffin and touched it, and the bearers stopped.
“Young man,” he said, “| tell you, get up.”

3 | thrive when | understand how | am SHAPEd
for service.

Ephesians 2:10 (NLT)
For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus,
so we can do the good things he planned for us long ago.

Job 10:8 (NIV)
“Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and
destroy me?”

Isaiah 43:21 (NJB)
The people | have shaped for myself will broadcast my praises.



Spiritual gifts

1 Corinthians 12:4, 7 (NLT)

There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but the same Spirit is the
source of them all. ... A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can
help each other.

Heart

1 Corinthians 12:6 (Phillips)
God works through different men in different ways, but it is the same
God who achieves his purposes through them all.

Abilities

Exodus 35:35 (LB)

God has filled them both with unusual skills as jewelers, carpenters,
embroidery designers in blue, purple, and scarlet on linen
backgrounds, and as weavers—they excel in all the crafts we will be
needing in the work.

Personality

1 Corinthians 12:18-20 (LB)

But that isn’'t the way God has made us. He has made many parts
for our bodies and has put each part just where he wants it. What a
strange thing a body would be if it had only one part! So he has
made many parts, but still there is only one body.

Experiences

2 Corinthians 1:8-10 (LB)

| think you ought to know, dear brothers, about the hard time we
went through in Asia. We were really crushed and overwhelmed,
and feared we would never live through it. We felt we were doomed
to die and saw how powerless we were to help ourselves; but that
was good, for then we put everything into the hands of God, who
alone could save us, for he can even raise the dead. And he did
help us and saved us from a terrible death; yes, and we expect him
to do it again and again.



4 | thrive when | serve for God's glory and not people's
praise.

Colossians 3:23 (NLT)
Work willingly at whatever you do, as though you were working for the
Lord rather than for people.

Matthew 6:1-2 (MSG)

Be especially careful when you are trying to be good so that you don’t
make a performance out of it. It might be good theater, but the God who
made you won’t be applauding. When you do something for someone
else, don’t call attention to yourself. You've seen them in action, I'm
sure—playactors’ | call them—treating prayer meeting and street corner
alike as a stage, acting compassionate as long as someone is watching,
playing to the crowds.

What you are is God’s gift to you;

what you do with yourself is your gift to God.

2 Timothy 2:15 (NLT)

Work hard so you can present yourself to God and receive his approval.

Be a good worker, one who does not need to be ashamed and who
correctly explains the word of truth.

If you serve to be noticed, you'll eventually burn out.

Matthew 6:4 (NLT)
Give your gifts in private, and your Father, who sees everything, will
reward you.

2 Corinthians 5:10 (NIV)

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each
of us may receive what is due us for the things done while in the body,
whether good or bad.
How to Avoid Burn Out

e Look for needs instead of positions

o Use my God-given gifts faithfully

e Serve with humility, not expectation

e Remember that every act of service matters to God



